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Annual Staffordshire Agricultural Meeting





Members of Staffordshire’s agricultural community were given a presentation on civil contingencies issues.





Representatives from the National Farmer’s Union, and the Staffordshire County Tenant Farmers' Association were addressed by Edwina Thirkell, Regional Operations Director of the Animal Health Agency, Tony Shore of Staffordshire County Council and Staffordshire Civil Contingencies Unit Officers.


Edwina Thirkell, said: "This was another successful event that helped build on the good multi-agency partnership arrangements that exist in Staffordshire.


“It was extremely valuable to have the opportunity to speak with representatives from the farming community and our partner agencies and I feel that everyone who attended the meeting gained much from it."






















































































Tamworth Exercise


Officers from Tamworth Borough Council took part in a major test of the authority’s resilience capabilities.





Exercise Gold Phoenix was held in two parts in November and December.





Staff had to cope with a scenario involving the loss of the council’s main Marmion House offices.





 








Emergency services, the military, Local Authorities and other organisations have taken part in Exercise White Water, a Staffordshire-wide flood response exercise.





The exercise was the longest ever undertaken by Staffordshire responders, lasting three days and one night from 2 - 4 November 2009.


The three-day event involved a scenario based on simultaneous flooding across Staffordshire in order to test the Staffordshire Emergency Flood Plan and was put together by a project team consisting of 143 (West Midlands) Brigade, Environment Agency and the Civil Contingencies Unit.


Participants were visited on the final day by a mock Home Secretary and the media who interviewed them about their response. 


Approximately 150 responders from 24 organisations took part in the multi-agency exercise, based at Copthorne Barracks in Shrewsbury, which was a predominantly Gold level exercise, with Silver playing from the Multi Agency Mobile Command Post on the last day.  


Exercise Director Sarah Moore said “We would like to thank everyone who took part in the exercise for all their hard work and for making it such a success.  Staffordshire will be more resilient as a result”. 


See page 4 for more on White Water.








Similar meetings are held in Stoke-on-Trent, chaired by the city’s Director of Public Health. Work has been carried out to identify vulnerable people throughout Staffordshire and to identify essential and non essential services if an emergency happened. 


Buildings, Stafford and XX October at the Civic Centre, Stoke.
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White Water: Protecting Our Communities against Floods 

































































































































































Jim McComisky, CCU support officer for the County Council, said: “The Councillors were given Risk Management and Business Continuity Management (BCM) training.





White Water 2











Best year ever for Civil Contingencies Training


More staff than ever before benefited from training through the Staffordshire Resilience Forum in 2009. 


Delegates attended 106 training sessions and 72 exercises during the year.


This compares with a total of 109 training or exercise events in 2008. 


It follows the appointment of the SRF’s first Training and Exercise Coordinator, Steve Hill of the Civil Contingencies Unit.


Steve said: “The programme has included four Strategic Multi-agency Gold exercises and five Tactical Multi-agency Silver Emergency Response exercises.  


“As a result of these exercises almost 180 staff of various levels of responsibility from 13 different agencies are now better prepared work within a multi agency environment to respond to potential serious or major incidents within Staffordshire. 




















New Local Risk Assessment Guidance Issued
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Exercise players hard at work at the Multi Agency Mobile Command Post.








� HYPERLINK "http://www.staffordshireprepared.gov.uk/ccu/profiles/jm/" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.staffordshireprepared.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/A1A7750F-81C3-48EC-B0A7-A49BC86872B9/81317/JMcC.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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Part two of the Staffordshire Resilience Forum Exercise White Water took place at MOD Swynnerton, Great Bridgeford Village Hall and the Civil Contingencies Unit in Stafford.


The exercise involved: 


A water rescue and body recovery exercise by Staffordshire Police and Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service.


A live rest centre exercise during which with volunteers playing the part of people displaced from their homes due to flooding were received and looked after by Stafford Borough Council's rest centre team.


A test of Staffordshire Resilience Forum (SRF) temporary mortuary arrangements.


A tabletop test of the SRF Mass Transportation Plan which would have to be activated in the event of large numbers of people being evacuated from a badly flooded area.


A test of the Airwave radio multi-agency interoperability arrangements between police and fire. 


Ian Housley, Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service Operational Assurance Manager, said: “There has clearly been a massive amount of benefit to multi-agency partners from the joint participation in this exercise today. I believe we have all learnt a lot."

































































Exercise White Water in Pictures





Early Christmas Present as Search and Rescue Team Scoop the Lotto





Staffordshire in the Spotlight at National Show





Staffordshire Prepared is produced and published by the Staffordshire CCU on behalf of the Staffordshire Resilience Forum. Telephone 01785 898618 or e-mail HHH� HYPERLINK "mailto:ccu@staffordshirefire.gov.uk" ��UUUccu@staffordshirefire.gov.ukUUU�HHH.   











The Cabinet Office has issued the 2009/10 Local Risk Assessment Guidance (LRAG) and National Resilience Planning Assumptions Documents.





The LRAG is the document that is issued annually to support each Local Resilience Forum in fulfilling their legal obligation to assess risks to the community and to publish a Community Risk Register (CRR) of those risks.





The documents are now with the CCU and hard copies are available to Category 1 responder organisations if required.





The LRAG does not create any new risks or remove anything from the current list and in summary the changes are:


There are 27 minor changes to the current list of risks published by the Cabinet Office. All other risks remain unchanged. 


Five of those 27 are already discounted in Staffordshire as they cannot occur here (eg, coastal flooding).  


10 risks in the register have amendments to the wording of outcome descriptors, casualty information, etc.  


Nine impact scores (nationally) have been amended (comprising of four decreases and five increases) (does not affect the SRF); and 


there are three increases in likelihood scores(nationally) and one decrease 


LRFs are advised not to assess malicious threats locally and should instead refer to the National Risk Register. HHH� HYPERLINK "http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/reports/national_risk_register.aspx" \o "http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/reports/national_risk_register.aspx" �UUUhttp://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/reports/national_risk_register.aspxUUU�HHH.


The CCU will now make the necessary amendments to the Community Risk Register and present them to the Risk Joint Agency Project Group at its next meeting.








Loggist Training





Around 50 staff from Staffordshire Resilience Forum partners were trained as Loggists in 2009.





The role of the Loggist is vital in gathering information during major incidents.  Their skills are also used during training and exercises.  





SRF Training and Exercise Coordinator, Steve Hill, called for more officers to undertake the training.





The role gives support to decision makers and is crucial when carrying out a review of how an incident was handled.





Steve Hill can be contacted by email at HHH� HYPERLINK "mailto:sl.hill@staffordshirefire.gov.uk" ��UUUsl.hill@staffordshirefire.gov.ukUUU�HHH.







































































A new control vehicle is on order for the Staffordshire Search and Rescue Team (SSART) – after they scooped the Lotto in a public poll.


The Stafford based volunteers needed funding to replace their ageing Land Rover with a brand new Mercedes Sprinter 4x4. 


SSART were among eight finalists bidding for £50,000 of People’s Millions lottery funding in the Midlands region.


They went head-to-head against a Shropshire woodland project in a public vote after each case was showcased on Central TV News.


SSART Chair, Mark Walker, said: “The process started back in April and we had to pass through several stages before we were chosen as a finalist.


“Central then came along to make a short film about our bid and we were live on Central News on the day of the vote.


“There then followed the most agonising 24 hours waiting for the verdict of the public,” added Mr Walker.


“On Friday, I received a call from Central Television asking to do a live link with the team. A message was sent to all team members inviting them to a "Win or Lose party.” 





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.staffordshireprepared.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/5786C19C-C113-413B-9A33-76DE3AC92B71/118822/SSART.bmp" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





For more information please visit: www.staffssearchandrescue.org


 




















As the team started to arrive they all saw the camera crews and started to smile, then asked me ‘yes or no’? I replied I don't know.


“Time passed slowly until the big moment when the TV presenter announced us as the winning team.


The biggest cheer lifted the roof and we were so happy.”


Mr Walker said that the bid had generally raised the profile of SSART and that it had led to enquiries from people wanting to join them.











Training for Staffordshire County Audit Committee





Members of Staffordshire County Council’s Audit Committee received training from Civil Contingencies officers.





























“The Audit Committee has several relatively new members and the training was arranged so that they can recognise civil contingency issues during their work.”





Staff from the County Registration Service also received BCM training in November 2009.





County Council staff have also taken part in practical training on running a major incident control centre.


 











National Resilience Web Sharing Service Goes Live


The UK National Resilience Extranet is being rolled out by the Civil Contingencies Secretariat and the Department of Communities and Local Government.


The secure website is to be made available to more than 1,000 organisations on a subscription basis.


The National Resilience Extranet (NRE) will be a browser-based collaborative working tool with optional emergency information management and geographical information systems capabilities.


It will be used by government departments and agencies, Category one and two responders such as utility companies and emergency services, and other key organisations.


A contract to provide the service was awarded to British Telecom and Ultra Electronics Datel, a group of companies in defence, security and aerospace systems.


Peter Taylor, Principal Civil Contingencies Officer, said: “This will be the primary way that information is shared nationally in the future and SRF partners are being asked to consider whether to sign up for it. The CCU has committed to a collaborative licence which will allow us to view and share information with resilience partners throughout the UK.”


Bruce Mann, head of the Civil Contingencies Secretariat, said: "The extranet will help the resilience community to plan for and manage emergencies in a more joined up and consistent way."
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Joe Woodman welcomes visitors to the Staffordshire Resilience Forum stand.
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Exercise Control at Copthorne Barracks. 








Reservoirs Act: The Environment Agency has produced reservoir inundation maps for all reservoirs under the Reservoirs Act.


Inundation maps will be made available to Local Resilience Forums (LRFs) and to reservoir owners in order to assist them in the preparation of reservoir emergency plans. 


Outline reservoir inundation maps will also be made available to the public in the future. 


A prioritisation process has been undertaken to identify the reservoirs which should be the subject of specific off-site plans and it will be the responsibility of top tier Local Authorities to write and test off-site plans for these sites.  


 











The work of the Staffordshire Resilience Forum was showcased at the 2009 national Emergency Services Show.


Staff from the Civil Contingencies Unit attended the event at Stoneleigh Park, Coventry.


Andy Marshall, Director of Civil Contingencies, said: “Around 4,000 visitors and 350 exhibitors were at Stoneleigh.


“It proved to be an excellent way of raising the profile of the resilience work carried-out in Staffordshire.”











