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  CCU welcomes new starters





Four Ashes Plan


Work is nearing completion on a plan to tackle a major incident at the SI Group site at Four Ashes.





The plan has been completed by the Civil Contingencies Unit for South Staffordshire District Council.





A major exercise will be planned to test the plan once a consultation exercise with SRF partners is completed and the plan is published.
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Staffordshire Resilience Forum Training Officer, Steve Hill, has called on member organisations to put forward more staff for Loggist training.





The role is vital in gathering information during major incidents and in subsequent incident reviews. Loggist skills are also used during training and exercises.  





“Around 50 Loggists were trained during 2009 but it is vital that our partners identify and train new volunteers,” said Steve.





For further information, contact Steve Hill by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:sl.hill@staffordshirefire.gov.ukUUU" ��sl.hill@staffordshirefire.gov.ukUUU�






































Scenarios from the Community Risk Register are used to put delegates through their paces.





The hi-tech facilities at the Animal Health Agency allow the session to be filmed and the footage used to further delegates’ professional development.





The day long exercise is run by officers from the Civil Contingencies Unit.





Training officer Steve Hill said: “RAVEN is a major step forward for civil contingency training in Staffordshire.





“The excellent equipment available to us allows CCU officers to watch as the exercise scenario develops and to change the emphasis with realistic scenario injects to develop the delegates’ skills.  


Please turn to page 2
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Civil Contingencies Officer, Steve Berry, said: “The Mobile Command Unit recently underwent a complete refit and it is important that officers familiarise themselves with the equipment on board.





“Staff have used the unit to go to scheduled meetings and on the way back have tested the equipment at key risk sites.”





Meanwhile, the CCU has been undertaking a joint GIS mapping exercise in partnership with Staffordshire County Council.





The GIS system allows the partners to build up a picture of potential rest centre sites, and other key locations, together with information from Staffordshire’s community risk register. 


 





RAVEN TAKES FLIGHT






























































































































































SRF Partners demonstrate services at County Show








Equipment Tests Hit The Road
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Navy training adds value in landlocked Staffs





























Andy Marshall and Megan Harris from the CCU joined colleagues from Lichfield District Council, Cannock Chase Council, East Staffordshire Borough Council and Staffordshire Police at a presentation of the Royal Navy's resilience support capabilities.





Hosted on board HMS Gloucester at the Port of Avonmouth, the display gave visitors a unique insight into the skills and capabilities that the Royal Navy could bring to bear in support of a response to a Major Incident in Staffordshire.





“Because Staffordshire does not have a coastline, some may think that the Royal Navy is not a key partner,” said Andy Marshall.





“In fact, the reverse is true. The Royal Navy has a range of key capabilities that we might consider requesting to support our communities during a Major Incident - you only need to look at the support that Royal Navy personnel provided during the Gloucestershire floods in 2007 to be reminded of this."











Civil contingencies staff have hit the road to test the unit’s mobile communications equipment. 





Officers have been putting the CCU’s Mobile Command Unit – seen here linked up with the police and fire services units - through its paces at locations across Staffordshire.
































Resilience forum members gained a valuable insight into help available from the Royal Navy during a fact finding mission aboard HMS Gloucester.
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Michelle Bratt























Chemical leak highlights the value of Rest Centre training





Forward Control Officer training 





Staffordshire Prepared is produced and published by the Staffordshire CCU on behalf of the Staffordshire Resilience Forum. Telephone 01785 898618 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:ccu@staffordshirefire.gov.uk" ��ccu@staffordshirefire.gov.uk�

















Businesses given vital tips on coping in a crisis


The CCU participated at a Business Advice Day, run by the Federation of Small Businesses, at Drayton Manor Park conference facilities in late June.


The civil contingencies stand promoted Business Continuity to business sector delegates attending the event and staff facilitated some positive and useful discussions about the value of considering the "what ifs". 


Ellie Gatrill-Smith, organiser of the stand, said "This was a positive event and an excellent opportunity to work with the Federation of Small Businesses, an important partner in the wider resilience community. This was an excellent opportunity to promote the importance of business continuity to businesses in Staffordshire and wider". 


"We met a variety of people from different types of businesses, from single person self-employed consultants to more medium sized organisations"


"It was clear that a number of visitors didn't have any business continuity arrangements and hopefully we can encourage them to become more resilient". 


To find out more about the Federation of Small Businesses you can visit their website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fsb.org.uk/" �http://www.fsb.org.uk/�. Further information on BCM is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.staffordshireprepared.gov.uk" ��www.staffordshireprepared.gov.uk�.











The Civil Contingencies Unit has welcomed two new faces in 2010.


Sue Walters has taken up the post of CCU Business Manager having previously worked for AXA Insurance.


Also, the CCU has welcomed its first apprentice. Michelle Bratt has joined the unit after taking ‘A’ Levels at Stoke-on-Trent College and will learn about all aspects of office administration while working towards NVQ Level 2 & 3 and BTEC Level 3.









































Staffordshire Resilience Forum training has taken a major step forward with the introduction of exercise RAVEN.





The training, held at the Animal Health Agency premises, Beaconside, Stafford, is offered at strategic Gold command and tactical Silver command levels.














A major incident in Tamworth has once again highlighted the work of council staff running rest centres.





An ammonia leak in an industrial unit on Bonehill Road, Tamworth on Friday led to over 20 people requiring medical treatment.


Staffordshire Emergency Services were called out to Brakes Chilled Food Distribution, Bonehill Road, Tamworth, in late June.  


Ten people were taken to hospital with others treated on site. Brakes Chilled Food Distribution, the factory at the centre of the incident, was evacuated and 58 staff used the rest centre set up by Tamworth Borough Council. 


Andy Marshall, Director of Civil Contingencies said: “The emergency services were able to deal with the incident and no-one was seriously injured.


“But there was considerable disruption for the workforce, resulting in staff from Tamworth Borough Council setting up a rest centre, which again highlights the need for local authorities to be prepared and to put forward staff for rest centre duties.


Training sessions are held regularly – please contact Steve Hill at the Civil Contingencies Unit on 01785 898618


An investigation into the cause of the leak is being held by the Health and Safety Executive.  


 














 




















New look for Staffordshire Resilience Forum training





New group helps SRF partners to join National Resilience Extranet


A national users group has been set up for the new UK National Resilience Extranet (NRE); Megan Harris will be the CCU representative.


NRE is being rolled out by the Civil Contingencies Secretariat and the Department of Communities and Local Government and will be made available to more than 1,000 organisations on a subscription basis.


Peter Taylor, Principal Civil Contingencies Officer, said:  “It is early days for the NRE but this will be the major information sharing system for civil contingencies planning across the UK.


“The user group is there to enable people to get the best out of the system.


“The CCU is currently using the NRE as are Staffordshire County Council and some NHS organisations. We are expecting more SRF partners to come on board.”


The CCU has committed to four collaborative licences which will allow its officers to view and share information with resilience partners throughout the UK.”


Bruce Mann, former head of the Civil Contingencies Secretariat, said: "The extranet will help the resilience community to plan for and manage emergencies in a more joined up and consistent way."








Residents got the opportunity to learn more about the work of the Staffordshire Resilience Forum at the County Show.





The SRF was represented by the police, fire and ambulance services and the Civil Contingencies Unit at the event.





Officers talked to visitors who were also given the opportunity to look inside emergency service vehicles and the SRF’s multi agency mobile command post.





Andy Marshall, Director of Civil Contingencies, said: “We are committed to informing the public about the work that we undertake for them to plan for civil emergencies and the County Show proved an ideal opportunity to meet people and raise our public profile.”  
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Sue Walters








Council officers from Stafford and Lichfield were among the first to complete a key new training programme.





Forward Control Officer training is designed to help senior council and health staff at the scene of a major incident.





Andy Marshall, Staffordshire‘s Director of Civil Contingencies, said: “The new training programme was launched with sessions for staff at Stafford Borough Council and Lichfield District Council.





“It is vitally important that council and health organisations put staff forward for a course – we are looking to train well over 100 officers.





“In the event of a major incident, the officers involved will take charge of their authorities people provide a key link between the scene of an incident and Silver control. They will be working in a high pressure environment alongside the emergency services.” 





For further information contact CCU admin on 01785 898618 or log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.staffordshireprepared.gov.uk" ��www.staffordshireprepared.gov.uk�.














Raven takes flight


(Continued from page 1)


“It is recommended that all senior staff who may be required to operate at Gold or Silver command levels attend the training.





“The SRF would like to thank the Animal Health Agency for the premises and the Environment Agency for their help in funding equipment.





To book a place at RAVEN, or to get further details on all training courses, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ccu@staffordshirefire.gov.uk" ��ccu@staffordshirefire.gov.uk�.


  








Appeal for more staff to train for vital Loggist role








